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PEEFACE. 

This essay has been written in pursuance 
Df a suggestion made by some members 
of Friends' Publication Association, that a 
brief statement of Friends' views would bo 
useful, to be handed to those who inquire 
what we believe, and what are the grounds of 
our faith. The views herein presented in a 
concise form are substantially the same as 
those more fully explained in two of my 
previous works, entitled, " Conversations on 
Religious Subjects," and " The Life of George 
Fox, with Dissertations on his views concern- 
ing the Doctrines, Testimonies and Discipline 
of the Christian Church." Several passages 
are in nearly the same language, and some 
further illustrations have been added, my aim 
being, not originality of expression, but Gos- 
pel truth in simplicity and clearness. 

Lincoln, Londm Co., Va., \'iA^ •«^^-">^^'^'^* 



THE SCRIPTURES. 

The Beligious Society of Friends, from its 
rise to the present day, has always maintained 
its belief in the authenticity and divine au- 
thority of the Holy Scriptures, referring to 
them for proof of its principles, and acknowl- 
edging them to be the only fit outward test of 
Christian Doctrines. 

We do not call them the Word of God, be- 
cause this appellation is applied by the writers 
of the Scriptures to that eternal power by 
which the worlds were made ; for " In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God." John i, 1. 

We assign to the Scriptures all the au- 
thority they claim for themselves, which is 
chiefly expressed in the following texts: 
"Whatsoever things were written aforetime, 
were written for out lft«tTm\i^,\kv^\."^^''^5«t'=j«^'^ 
patience and comioTl oi ^Jaa'&ctv^HJ^^^^^^'^ 



pericnce the saving truths they contain." In 
1860, the same Yearly Meeting, addressing 
its members in reference to the Scriptures, 
says, "In these are contained the recorded 
experience of the righteous in former ages, 
the sublime precepts of the blessed Jesus, and 
the history of his spotless and perfect ex- 
ample. In every age of the Christian Church 
these precious writings have afforded to pious 
and dedicated minds instruction that pro- 
moted their spiritual progress and encourage- 
ment to press forward in the path of duty." 

In 1863, the following minute of Baltimore 
Yearly Meeting was issued to its subordinate 
meetings and members, viz. : " We have 
been reminded that this Yearly Meeting has, 
at various times, issued advices to its members 
inciting them to the frequent reading of the 
Holy Scriptures, the authenticity of which 
has always been acknowledged by the Society 
of Friends. We believe it is not the part of 
,rue wisdom to dwell upon defects, whether 
real or imaginary, in the sacred records but 
rather to use them as they were intended, ' for 
reproof, for correction, iox \\i&\x\xOA«a. \sv 
•ig-Iiteousness,* remembenti^ XJii^'^ "^"^ "^"^ ^"^^ 



through tLe operation of the Spirit oi Truth 
upon our liearta tLat they can be made avail- 
ing to us in the proniolion of our salvation." 



IMMEDIATE KEVELATION. 

The highest privilege granted to man 
that of holding communion with the Author 
of his being. 

*' Ye are the temple of the living God," 
writes the Apostle Paul, ** as God hath said, 
I will dwell in them and walk in them, and I 
will be their God and they shall be my peo- 
ple." 2 Cor. iVj, 16, " The imoiuting M'hich 
you have received of him," says the beloved 
disciple, "abideth In you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you ; but as the same 
anointing teachetli you of all things, and \s 
truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught 
you ye shall abide in him." I John, ii, 27. 

In the ordering of Divine Providence, in- 
stniineutal meaiia are often em ployed toconvey 
religious truth, Buch as the reading of the 
Seriptures, the preaching of the gospel and 
t/iQ vlchsitiides of life, but m aX\ eaaca Vo,* 



good effected is from the immediate operation 
of Divine grace upon the heart or conscience. 
In fact there can be no saving knowledge of 
Christ but from immediate revelation. " No 
man can come to me," said Jesus, " except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him." 
John vi, 44. This drawing of the Father is 
the operation of His Spirit, for " the manifes- 
tation of the Spirit is given to every man to 
profit withal." As the power and virtue of 
the outward sun can only be known through 
his light, and as no description of light can 
give an idea of it without the sense of vision^ 
so the Author of all good — the Sun of the 
spiritual world — can only be known through 
the influence of hia light or Spirit, immedi- 
ately revealed to our spiritual perception. 

In the approved writings of Friend-s there 
is a clear uisfinction observed between the 
Divine Light, which is the medium, and the 
conscience, which is the organ of spiritual 
perception. This faculty of the soul may be 
clouded by prejudice, benumbed by disobe- 
dience, and even " seared as with a hot iron," 
by long-continued transgtGssvoxi-,\iw\.\Jwi\v^^. 
itself, though obscured ot \oa\. \.o wvx -^\i^sK^> 
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remaiua ever the sarae, for the Divine 
is unehangt^able. " If thiue eye be 
thy wliole body ahdl be full of light ; ^ 
thine eye be evil [or diseased] thy whol^^ 
shall be full of darkuess." 

S William Penn, in treating of thia subj 
adopts the hiuguage of Justin Martyr, v 
" God hath built to himself a naturaJ ten 
io the coDectencei of men as the place wh 
in he would be worshipped, and it is tl 
men ought io louk for his appearrmce, aj 
reverence and worship him," He quotes a| 
the following passage from Clemens Ale; 
andrions: "It is the voice of Truth, tUi 
light will ahine out of darkness. Therefo^ 
doth it shine in the hidden part of mankiiu 
that is, in the heart ; and the rays of knoif 
edge break forth, making manifest and shitiis 
upon the inward man, which is hiddeii 

iChnet's intimates and co-heirs are the dj 
' eipks of the light." 
It is the doctrine of Friends that the ligl 
I of Divine truth, or spirit of Ciirist, appears | 
/))} men ; to the wicked he comes as a reprovii 
J&i* mn, " tJie spirit ol' jutig\i\e.i\\, asvi \V^ s^v^ 
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of burning," but to the obedient and dedicated 
soul, as a comibrter in righteousness. 

They who are watchful and obedient will 
experience a growth in the truth, and tluir 
spiritual perception will improve by exercise, 
until they attain the state of " full age," con- 
cerning which the apostle writes : " Even 
those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil." 
Heb. v, 14. 



THE ORIGINAL AND PRESENT STATE OF MAN. 

It is a scriptural doctrine, that neither 
righteousness nor unrighteousness can be 
transmitted by inheritance, but every man 
will be judged " according to his deeds." The 
language of the Prophet Ezekiel is very ck iir 
on this point. He says, " What mean ye 
that ye use this proverb concerning the land 
of Israel, saying, the fathers have eaten sour 
grapes and the children's teeth are set on 
edge? As I live, sayeth the Lord, -^o. %Vv"sJsk 
not have occasion ai\^ Tao^i'a V*i "^^^ '^'^'*' 
pt overb in Israel. BdvoU «\\ ^ov^^ ^-t^^s^'^-'^^ 



12 



as the soul of the father so alao the soul of 
the sou is mine ; the sduI thut sinneth, it shall 
die." "Yet say ye, why? doth not the son 
bear the iniquity of the father? When the 
sou hath done that which is lawful and right, 
and hath kept all my statutes and done 
them, he shall surely live. The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear 
the (iiiquity of the father, neither shall the 
father bear the iniquity of the son, the right- 
eousnt^s of the righbeoug shall be upon him, 
and the wickedness of the wieked shall be 
upon him. But if the wicked will turn from 
all hia sins that he hath committed, and keep 
all my statutes and do that which is lawful 
and right, ho shall surely live, he shall not 
die. All hia transgressions that lie hath com- 
mitted they shall not be mentioned unto him ; 
in his righteousness that he hath done he 
shall live. Have I any pleasure at all that 
the wicked should die ? saith the Lord God, 
and not that bo should return from bis waya 
and live ?" . . . " Yet ye eay the way 
of the Lord is uyt equal. Hear now, house 
of Israel I la not my \^a.>f w^>iBiVt Are ngt 
jour w&ya uneq^uall" CUap. x-Vui, "i-^. 
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Man was originally created in the Divine 
image, that is, his soul was pure, benevolent 
and blissful, and he enjoyed the privilege of 
spiritual communion with God, represented 
by partaking of " the tree of life which is in 
the midst of the paradise of God." Rev. ii, 7. 
But, although he was made a fr^e agent, he 
was not intended to be so independent of his 
Maker as to know good or evil without Divine 
direction. And when he presumed to set up 
his own will and to be governed by it in oppo- 
sition to the Divine will, he assumed the 
place of God, and having thus turned away 
from the Holy Spirit he ceased to partake of 
" the tree of life," and consequently, he died 
a spiritual death. It was thus that he experi- 
enced the fulfilment of the Divine prediction, 
"In the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt 
surely die ;" for " to be carnally minded is 
death; but to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace." But in this state of alienation 
from God, Adam wag not deserted by the 
mercy of his heavenly Parent ; for he felt 
" the reproofe of instruction which are the 
waj of Jife." That "DWmfe "^ w^ \*\v\^ V-aSs. 
bsea hia joy and liis cotvaoXaNKnra-'^^*^'^ ^^ ^ 
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Btate of innocence, now became his r«&, 
aiul hm chastener. It waa tn him ja* 
iatutug sword, turning everyway to kee| 
way of the tree of life," acd to exclude 
from the gardeu of Eden, which he wtL^B 
longer worthy to enjoy. Every one who. ^ 
attended to his own experience knows wfia 
it IS to he condemned for deviating from i 
known doty; how completely it shuts bin 
out from a state of eujoyment, "For th 
Word of God is quick and powerful, aD\ 
sharper than any two-edged eword, piercing 
even to tbe dividing asunder of soul ant 
spirit, and of the joints and marrow ; and i 
a disceroer of the thoughts and intents of tht 
heart." Heh. iv, 12. How merciful is th* 
Divine Author of our being, that he will no 
suSbr ua to re^t in peace while in a state oi 
disobedience to hb holy law I For in thi; 
state of alieuatton from him we never c ottji 
be happy. 

The Scriptures, when rightly underst 

do not teacli that we inherit any guilt or' 

pravity from Adam, nor do we find in on 

own hearts any condeTnanadotv fcit lua sin, o 

/or the sins of any of out uuceaUix*. Ttu'^u'^ 
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out the whole world infancy is considered 
the emblem of innocence, and our Saviour 
said, " Suffer little children, and forbid them 
not, to come unto me ; for of such is the king- 
dom of heaven." 

The expression of the Apostle Paul, that 
" As in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all 
be made alive," being put in the present tense 
evidently does not refer to any past trans- 
action ; but as Adam means earthy, it implies 
that, whereas subjection to the carnal nature 
in us causes spiritual death, so subjection to 
the spiritual nature, or the reign of Christ in 
the soul, confers eternal life. 

We do not deny that the dispositions and 
propensities of parents, when intensified by 
long indulgence, may be transmitted to their 
children, and that a race becomes degraded 
by persistence in vice through several genera- 
tions. In this sense, as well as in the trans- 
mission of hereditary disease, the sins of 
parents may be "visited .upon their children 
even to the third and fourth generation." 
But the guilt of parents cannot be transmitted 
by inheritance, for " am \a \)cv^\x«oa!^«^iNss^^'^ 
the law," and vrYxere" \>a.CTfe\%T\a\"a^sV "^-^"^ 



the case of infants, " tliere is no transgres' 
eiou." 

How unfavorable soever may be the cir 
cunistancea in which any are placed, there U 
in Divine grace a powersuiSScientto overcom^'- 
all evil, for it is written, " Where sin abound- 
ed, grace did much more abound." Horn. 
20. 



THE DIVINE BEING. 

The unity, oraniprcsenee, oraniscience, and 
omnipotence of God, the only fountain of 
wisdom and goodne,ss«, are fully set forth in 
the Scriptures of both tlie Old and the New ^ 
Testament. He declares by the mouth of hia ■ 
prophet, " Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One 
of Israel and his Maker." . , , " I, even 
I, am the Lord, and besides me there is no Sa- ■ 
viour." ..." Thus saith the Lord your 
Eetleemer, the Holy One of Israel," Is. xiv, 
and xliii. Theac sentiments are reiterated 
and confirmed in the New Testament " Jesus 
ADsweredj The first and great command men I 
iSf Hear, O Israel, t\\e "LotA owe ^cA. Vs, <!fQ.( 
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Lord." ..." And the scribes said unto 
him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth, 
for there is one God and there is none other 
but he." Mark xii, 29, 32. 

In no other writings do we find the oinui- 
presence and eternity of God so forcibly por- 
trayed as in the Psalms and the Hebrew 
prophets, and nowhere else are his goodness 
and love so beautifully described as in the 
New Testament. 

In the 90th Psalm we read, "Lord thou 
hast been our dwelling-place in all genera- 
tions. Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth 
and the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, thou art God." . . . "A thou- 
sand years in thy sight are but as yesterday 
when it is past, and as a watch in the night." 
In the 57th chapter of Isaiah, he declares, 
" Thus saith the high and lofty One that in- 
habiteth eternity, whose name is Holy ; I 
dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble and to re- 
vive the heart of tbe couttVXfe o\iear 

In the sermon on the xnouiiX. \»fe ^xe* \a.>^'©*» 
2 
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to address thfe J/Iost High by tlie endeaL:^^ 
appelJatiou of our Father in Heaven, an^/ ^ 
place our trust in Him aloiie who i'eefSs tht 
ibwia of the air and clothes the lilies of th< 
fitild. 

When we think of Him as the Omnipoten 
Being who fills Infinite apace, and control 
myriads of worldsi, we are hunibled under t^ 
sense of our own nothingness ; but when 
we call to mind the glorious truth tlmt he 
created niun in his own ituage, and has en- 
dowed him with the high privilege of holding 
eomiuunion with the Author of his being, we 
can arlopt the language of the P.-^almist: 
" What ia man that thou art mindful of him, 
or the »on of man that thou vi^itcst him? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than 
the angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honor." 

It being impoaaible for a finite -nrenture, 
chiefly eonversant with the objeccd of Bense, 
to comprehend fuily the being and atlribuLea 
of an infinite Spirit, He is presented to tH 
in the Scriptures tinder various figures or 
symbols borrowed from tp.TT^iaUmV Cl^rms ; 
"For the iiivbible tVing^ ut Vvox team 'iJo 
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creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
hb eternal power and Godhead." Rom. i, 20. 

To show his power to save, he is represented 
as a tower of strength ; a fortress of safety ; 
a rock of salvation ; his tenderness and love 
are portrayed under the figure of a shepherd 
who leads his flock in the green pastures and 
causes them to lie down by the still waters ; 
he is even represented as suffering under the 
infliction of evil, saying, " thou hast made me 
to serve with thy sins, thou hast wearied me 
with thine iniquities." Is. xliii, 24. 

That spiritual influence or medium by 
which the Most High communicates his will 
to man is called his Word, and the same term 
ia applied to his creative power by which all 
things were made. The unity of the eternal 
Word or Logos with God may be illustrated 
by the light which emanates from the Sun ; 
for " God is light," and of Christ it is said, 
" In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men." The connectiou between the centre 
of our solar system and the light emaiia.t\»j?, 
from him is so perfect, t\va\.NN<6 s^V^'^ ^v&\jb«s^ 
Sun to them both ; so in. xeVaXivo^^o ^"^ ^Xtacosi 
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Word, which was in tlie begloniiig with 
and wag God, it ia a mauiib&tation of" 
wiedom aud power, beiDg called in the Ol^ 
Testament, "The angel of his presence," li 
Ixiii, 9 ; the Kcdeemer of his people, Q Ge| 
xlviii, 16; and in the New Teatameut, " Th 
Son of God, by whom also he made th 
worlds" Heb. i, 2. 

The term Christ ia applied by tlie apostU 
to the Spirit of God as raaniflisted in ma 
For instance, Paul writes of the children 
Israel under Moacs, " they did all eat of 
laame spiritual meat, and they did all dri 
the earae spiritual drink ; tor they dratik 
that spiritual rock that followed thera, an 
that rock was CA.ris(." 1 Cor. x, 4, Fe 
says that the prophets " prophesied of t. 
grace that should come unto you, &earcht 
what, or what manner of time, the Spirit 
Christ whieh was in thera did signify ; w 
it t^tified bdorchaad of the sufieriiiga 
Christ and the glory that should foil 
Pet, i, 11. 

It is written that " when the fulness of 
was come, God sent fottVi Icvivs ^wa, laade 
iFoniaBj, made under t\ie \wn \fx x^i"^' 
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that were under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the adoption of sons, and because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of 
His Son into your hearts, crying Abba, 
Father." Gal. iv, 4. The Spirit of God and 
the Spirit of Christ are the same, as further 
appears by the following text : " Ye are not 
in the flesh but in the spirit, if so be that the 
Spirit of Ood dwell in you. Now, if any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of 
his." Rom. viii, 9. 

The most full and glorious manifesta- 
tion of the Divine Word, or Logos, was in 
Jesus Christ, the immaculate Son of God, 
who, according to the Scriptures, was miracu- 
lously conceived and born of a virgin. In 
him the manhood or son of man was entirely 
subject to the Divinity. 

The Word that was in the beginning took 
flesh, or was "manifested in the flesh." "He 
took not on him the nature of angels, but he 
took on him the seed of Abraham." " Of 
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed forever." Rom, 
ix, 6. There was in \v\m lao eotwv^'Cvsa., ^aoA. 
the spirit of evil bad no t^onnw: o^ex \vv«^-%**' 
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he B&ld himself, *' the prince of this \^^ 
coraeth and hath nothing w me." John^ 
30. H 

Being " in all points tempted like 4.„9 
are, yet without sin,"* he was an exaaipAj c 
all succeeding generatioaa, "a man approve 
of Goil by miracles, wonders iind signs, whio 
God did by him."t His powerful preachini 
hia wonderfi'l miracles, his patience unde, 
suffering, and his triumphant resurrection, 
are to be attributed to the Divine Word, oi 
" Spirit of the Liord," which dwelt in him, 
for He 6aid, "The Father that dwelleth h 
me, he doeth the works, "| " I con of miiii( 
own self do nothing; m I hear I judge, and 
my judgment is just, because I seek nut miuf 
own will, hut the will of the Father whiel] 
hsith sent me." John v, 30. 

The intimate union between Qirist and his 
Clmrch is iiUistrated in the epistles of Petei 
and Paul, by two striking similitudes. One 
is that of a body having many members, of 
whieli Jesiia Christ is the head ; the ot 



»i7e5. IVf K\ f Acta It, 22. % John iit, 10 
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that of a temple of which he is the chief 
corner sfrme.* Now it ia obvious that the 
head must be connected with the body, and 
the corner-stone is a part of the building. 
Therefore, the conclusion appears to be in- 
evitable, that the holy manhood of Christ — 
that is, the soul of him in whom the Holy 
Spirit dwelt without measure — is now, and 
always will be, the head or chief member of 
that spiritual body which is made up of the 
faithful servants of God of all ages and na- 
tions. 

This view does not militate against the 
Divinity of Christ, which is his life and light 
— the indwelling of Divine power — the Word 
or Spirit which was and is manifested in him, 
and which through him gives life to all his 
members, for " it pleased the Father that in 
him should all fulness dwell," and " of his 
fulness have all we received and grace for 
grace." The life is often called, in the Scrip- 
tures, the blood, for " the blood is the life," 
or " the life is in the blood," and, as in the na- 

» 1 Peter ii. 4, 6. Eph. ir, 15. Col. i, 18. Rom. xll^4. 
I Oot. xu, 11. 
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body tlie blood conveys nourlsUmet:^ ^h 
part and sustaius life in it, so in ^^ 
gpiritual body, every living member ia ^ ^ 
lined by the life or blood of tbe Son of C^^^ia^ 
To us there is but oue God, the Father, o^ 
whom are all things, and we in him ; and oa 
Ltird Jesua Christ, by whom are all tliie 
and we by him." 1 Cor. viii, 6, 

In Paul's first Epistle to Timothy,* he 
writer, "There is one God and one m 
diator between God and men, tbe m 
Christ J^us." Am Mosea was a mediator, 
ordain the legal dispcuaation^f so Jesus Christ 
Viiis and id the mediator of the New Covenant : 
fimt, to proclaim and exemplify it in the day 
of his outward advent, and secondly, through 
all time in the mimstrationa of his Spirit. 
" The Spirit itself inaketh intercession for Ma 
with groanings that nannot be uttered. Ant?^ 
he that seurcheth the hearts knoweth what ]^| 
the mind of tlie Spirit, because he nmketh 
intci'cc.siiton for the saints according to the 
will of God." Rom. viii, 26. 

When the apostles wont forth preaohlng 

*CA. /7, r. .1, 
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Christ and his spiritual kingdom, they at- 
tributed to his name, or power, their wonder- 
ful success. Thus Peter, on the day of Pente- 
cost, when under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, declared, " This Jesus hath God raised 
up, whereof we are all witnesses. Therefore, 
being by the right hand of God exalted, and 
having received of the Father the promise of 
the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this which 
ye now see and hear."* Again, he said to 
" the rulers of the people," " Be it known 
unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, 
that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, even by him doth this man stand 
here before you whole. This is the stone 
which was set at nought by you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. Nei- 
ther is there salvation in any other : for there 
is none other name under heaven, given 
among men, whereby we must be saved.'' 
Acts iv, 10 11, 12. 

•Acta ii 32, 33, 
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other prophecy of Isaiah is referred to by the 
evangelist Matthew, as having been fulfilled 
by the miracles of Christ. He says, " When 
the even was come, they brought unto him 
many that were possessed with devils ; and 
he east out the spirits with his word and 
healed all that were sick, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the 
prophet saying, Himself took our infirmities 
and bare our sicknesses." Matt, viii, 16, 17. 

As in the outward relation he took away 
the infirmities of the people and healed their 
sicknesses, so in the inward and spiritual re- 
lation he heals the maladies of the soul and 
raises it from a death in sin to a life of right- 
eousness. He said to his disciples, " He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also, and greater works than these shall 
he do, because I go to my Father." . . . 
" I wiil pray the Father and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth." 
. . . "For he that dwelleth with you 
shall be in you. I will not leave you com- 
fortless, I will come to "jou." ^^^^ tX^,^^- 
18. 
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The healing of the soul is a greater wotk 
than the healmg of the body, and this work 
the distip]ps were to he iDPtrumcnts m pro- 
moting through the power of ChriEt, hut in 
another rcFjject their MOik, performed in hia 
iifinie, was greater than his, for his pei'sonal 
misfjjon was "but to the lost eheep of the 
house of Israel," whereas they were commia- 
sioned by him to " teach all iiatious," 

The great object of the Mesfiah's advent 
was thus declared by himself: — "To this end 
was I born and for this cause came I into 
the world, that I should bear witness unto 
the truth. Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice." John xviii, 37, 

He could not hear witness to the truth 
among tlint corrupt and perverse people with- 
out suffering for it. He foresaw tliat they 
would put him to death, and he went forward 
L-alnily dning his Father's will, lefiding a life 
of self-sacrifice, wounded for the transgressions 
of the people, baptized spirituully in sufieringa 
for them, and finallj' enduring on the cross 
the agonies of a lingering death ; thus sealing 
hts tes:t!n)(yny with hVa VAood, "?Vv3 Oo'yJyJtftTnR^ 
ill drhiking I he cup o^ ¥>vv?Cwin^-^ft&ft.it«^\N- 
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able to God ; for " Christ hath loved us and 
hath given himself for us, an offering and a 
sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling savor." 
Eph. V, 2. 

The holy living, the powerful preaching 
and the numerous miracles of Jesus, made 
but few converts, until he " laid down his life 
for the sheep." Then many began to perceive 
that, " his kingdom was not of this world, else 
would his servants fight." They were con- 
vinced that he had been actuated by Divine 
love in all that he did ; and when the apos- 
tles, who were filled with the Holy Spirit, 
began to preach to the multitude and showed 
them that " God had made that same Jesus 
whom they had crucified, both Lord and 
Christ," " they were pricked in their hearts, 
and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
apostles, men and brethren what shall we 
do?" And the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. 

Thus we see how the sufferings of the Mes- 
siah operated upon the people of that day 
to reconcile them to God ; but it is the life 
and power of God that dvje\\. va.^^>aa.,''«^^'SB. 
saves from sin ; " for \i Yj\xew \«e* ^ev'Sk «»Rr 
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mlw," says the Apostle Paul, "we were recons 
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much' 
more bein^ reLrjuciled we shall be saved b^, 
his life." Rom v, 10, " For in him was lifi?|,| 
and the lilo ftus the light of tnen " John i, 4, 

It is the life of God, or " Spirit of Trtith," 
revealed in the soul, that purifies and saves 
from sin. This life is soinetiraea spoken of as 
the blood ; for according to the Jewish law, 
"the blood is the life." (Lcvit xvir, 11, U. 
Gen. ix, 4. Deut. xii, 23.) And when Jesus 
told the people " Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man and drink his blood ye have 
no life in yon," he did not allude to the fleeh 
and blood of his outward body, hut to the life 
and power of God which dwelt in him and 
apake through him. In confirmation of thiit 
view he said, " He that eateth my flesh and 
driuketh my blood dwelleth in me and I in 
him." " It 13 the Spirit that quickeaeth ; the 
flesh profiteth nothing ; the words that I »pcak 
unto you, they are spirit and they are life." 
John vi, 53-63. 

When John saw in the Revelations a great 
multitude which no man eouXi wiw\fear, uf 
All mttioaSf and kindieOia, aui. ^ftfe-^V^i wiii. 
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toDgues; Tvho stood before the throne and 
before the lamb, clothed wiih white robes and 
having palms in their hands, he was told that 
these were they who had " come out of great 
tribQlatioti," and had "washed tbeir robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb." 
Kev. vii, 9, 14. These robes, we may be aa- 
aured, were not made of earthly materials, 
nor was the blood with which they were 
washed and tnuffe wkife, the outwanl blood 
shed upon Mount Calvary. They were spir- 
itual f^armenta, and the blood too was ssptrit- 
ual ; it was the life or Spirit of God that 
dwelt in Jesua ; and it is by this only that 
our hearts can be " sprinkled from an evil 
conscience," " For if the blood of bulls and 
of goats and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling 
the unclean, sanctifieth to the pnriJyhig of 
the flesh ; how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who, through t^e eternal Spirit, oflered 
himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
seieuceg from dead works to serve the living 
God." Heb. !k, 13, 14. 

Aa the soul of man ig spiritual It civ^sssA. 
be washed or purified \>y au'jVlcim^ t>S. •a.\i'e%-- 
teiDal nature. If " not.\mi^ ii;t*.«A. i^ot'^ '^'^^^ 
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the mouth defileth tlie man," it is equally 
plain that uothing whicli 13 takeu into the 
mouth or applied to the body, can purify the 
man from siu. It is impossible that any 
outward sacriJSce could produce a change in 
the Divine mind ; for he is *' the same yester- 
day, to-day and forever," aud he is always 
waiting to be gracious to thts repenting sin- 
ner. 

His dealings with man are hcautiiiilly ex- 
emplified in the parable of the prodigal eon, _ 
IV ho had wandered far from his father's houset ■ 
and spent his substance in riotous living. 
When he came to himself) and determined to 
go back to his father confessing his sins and 
offeriug to become as one of tlie hired aer- 
vauta, his father did not stand off" and order 
him to be punished, neither did he lay his 
punishment upon the other son who had been 
faithful ; but his compassion was awakened 
by his penitence and the sufferings he had 
brougl^t upon himself, and '' while he Vt&s 
yet a great way off he ran and feli on hia 
neck and kissed him." Luke xv, 20. 

Tie conduct of the pareut, aa Te^resented 
Ao this parable, iliustratea l\i«s t)\\\ae Oa&c 
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ter, aad corresponda entirely with the charac- 
ter of Jesus Christ, who wag filled with the 
Divine perfections. But the doctrine that 
God cannot, or will not forgive sins without 
a compensation or satisfaction, and that man 
not being able to make this satisfaction, it 
was made by Jesus Clirist, who was appointed 
or given up to be MUed /or this put-pose, is so 
inconsistent with the Divine character, that 
it cannot be reconciled with the teachings of 
the Son of God. It appears, on the contrary, 
to deprive the Deity of that infinite love 
which vi his most endeariug attribute, and if 
a human parent were to act upon the same 
principle towards his children we could not 
justify hi3 conduct * 

* " I can boldly challenge any person to give ma 
one Scripture phrase which dotti Bpproach the doc- 
trine of satiafftction (much less the name), consid- 
ering to what degree it la atretched j not that we 
do deay, bat reelly cotifess, that Jceua Cbriat, in 
life, doctrine and death, fulfilled his Father's will, 
and offered qp a most satisfactDry Bacrifice, but not 
to pay God or help him (aa otherwisa being UDable) 
to save men ; aad for & jiiatvltaXAQii ^i^ o.-q. S.-m,v^\j*-- 
h'ra righteougneaa, ■whUat nol xeA^'^A^ ^oi.'yt'i^i ««- 
imagiR&tiaUt not a re&mjt b.u4^ v^itTfc*L'i^'a Yt-^^"tNA^ 

a 
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It was to reconcile man to Godj by remov^ 
ing the enmitj' from his heart, that Jesus'^ 
Christ lived, and taught and suffered ; and 
for this purpose the " Spirit of Christ " is still 
raauitested as a Kedeemer from the boadage 
of corruption. Hence it is written^ *' God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto him- 
self, not imputing their trespasser unto them| 
and hath committed unto us the word of re-^ 
conciliation. Now then we are RTnbassadora^ 
of Chriat " saya the apostle, ** as though God 
did beseech you by us ; we pray you ia 
Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God." 2^ 
Cor. V, 19, 20. I 

"The doctrine of atonement, as far as re- 
latee to sin, ia uotliLng more than the doctrinea 
of reconciliation. And indeed ia a eensa 
agreeable to thia, that of bringing into a 
state of concord and reconciliation, the word 
atonement itself had been origiually used hj\ 
our old English writers, with whom, accord- 
ing to Junius, Skinner and Jobixaon, it ws 

otherwise confcaaed aad known to be juatifjing bo- 
/bro God because " thera ii no abiding in Ctrist'f 
Ii>Ve Withont keeping la\a cotiiiaaii4m6U\a.' " — W 
J^fl'j Sf/nci WbrkSf p. 1%* 
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written at-one-ment ; signifying to be at-one or 
to come to an agreement."* 

Now it is obvious that the sinner cannot 
be in a state of concord and reconciliation 
with God, until the sinful nature is removed 
by " the washing of regeneration and renew- 
ing of the Holy Ghost ;" thus " putting off 
the old man with his deeds, and putting on 
the new man, which is renewed in knowledge, 
after the image of him that created him." 
When the sinful nature is slain by the Spirit 
or Word of God being raised into dominion 
in us, then is divine justice satisfied ; for there 
is nothing vindictive in the character of the 
Deity. He does not afflict his creatures for 
any other purpose than their own reformation 
or purification, and when this purpose is 
effected he is ready to pardon his repenting 
children. 

" If the wicked will turn from all the sins 
that he hath committed and keep all my 
statutes and do that which is lawful and right, 
he shall surely live, he shall not die ; all his 
transgressions that he hath committed tlve^ 

* Magee on AtonemeuV, ^ig. \^V%"^.^^ 




ehall not be meutioned unto him." Ezek. 
xviii, 21. "If we confess our sins he is faith- 
ful and jufit to forgive us our sins, and to 
clea&sd \ia from all uuiigbteouaness/' 1 John 
i, 9. 

We believe that God regarda every human 
Boul ivithout respect of persons. He sees the 
wicked as they are and likewiae the righteous ; 
and his language atill ia, '* The righteousnesa 
of the righteous shall be upon him and tlie 
wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him," 
Ezek. xviii, 20. The only true ground of 
acceptance is tlie new birth : for when Cbriat'a 
kingdom i» established within us, then hia 
righteousness becomes oiirs; not by imputa- 
tion, but by our becoming really ** partakers 
of the divine aature." 2 Peter i, 4. 
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EEGEIiERATION. 

It waa declared by our Lord, "Except a 

man be born again he cannot see the kingdom 

of God." John iit, 3. This new birth is the 

dsvehpmeni of the spiritual nature in man 

through the operation of IW lio\^ fe^m^., wiii. j 



it is subsequent to that of the carnal nature, 
for " that waa not first -which m spiritualj but 
that which is natural j and afterward that 
which is spiritual.'* 1 Cor. xv, 46. The aui- 
mal appetites and propensities are the first 
to laanitbat thenaselvcs in infancy and child- 
hood, which is wisely ordered ; for they are 
necessary to the preservatioa and growth of 
the body. They are not eml m themaelves, 
but become so by indulgence, for they are 
good servants but bad masters. Our Saviour 
himself must have, had them, or be could 
not have been " in all points tempted like as 
we are, yet without sin." Heb. iv, 15. 

The declaration of Paul that "all have 
sinned and come abort of the glory of God/' 
ia felt to be a truth ; but " there is a eia unto 
death,** and *' there is a, sin not unto death." 
1 John. V, 16, 17. Sins committed through 
ignorance or inadvertence have not the same 
deadening efiect upon the soul, as those pro- 
ceeding from wilful diaobebience, or malignity 
of purpose. There are various degrees of 
departure from the divine haTtnQTa.^, ^^^ 
whatever may be then coTii"i6LQTi o^ ^losk -onsx.'!*- 
generate soul, it needa to \ie " \i^^^ -aj^^^s^V 
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of incorruptible seerl, "by tlie Word of God 
which liveth and abideth forever," 1 Pet. i, 23. 
" That which U born of the flesh ia flesh ; 
aud that which k born of the spirit ia spirit." 
" The wind bloweth where it H-steth, and thou 
hearest the Bound thereof, but canst not tell 
whence it cometh and nhither it goetli; so is 
every one that ia born of the spirit." John 
iiij 6, 8. In these expressions of Je?ns he 
refer3 to the atmosphere which surrounds ua 
to illustrate a spiritual truth. We are de- 
pendent upon it for every breath that we 
draw, aud all animal life is sustained by it; 
jet when it ia at rest we are generally tincon- 
sciotis of its pres^uce. It is only vthen put in 
motion, that it becomes a power productive 
of wonderful effeeta. So, in relation to that 
omnipresent and invisible Spirit, in whom 
" we live and move and have our being." 
He is the breath of our spiritual nsiture, by 
whom alone our souls can live. It k only at 
times, however, that he makes Km presence 
felt by inspiring us with the breath of life, 
and the.<e " eeasona of refreshment from the 
presence of the Lord" arc tiot a.t ovitr com- 
JBsnd, The panting eouY l\iiv\. Vcn^^ ^qt V^asi 
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visitations of Divine love, may adopt the lan- 
guage of the Canticles, " Awake, O wind, and 
blow upon my garden, that the spices thereof 
may flow out." 

There is implanted in every soul a germ of 
divine life, compared by the blessed Jesus to 
a grain of mustard seed, which is among the 
smallest of seeds, but when it is grown the 
fowls of the air may lodge in its branches. 
By yielding obedience to the gentle intima- 
tions of Divine grace, or to those stronger 
convictions, called "the reproofs of instruc- 
tion which are the way of life," a vital change 
takes place, which may begin in early child- 
hood, and proceed so gradually as to be al- 
most imperceptible in its progress, though 
plainly visible in its effects upon the char- 
acter. 

To such cases the parable of our Lord is 
especially applicable : " So is the kingdom of 
God, as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground ; and should sleep, and rise night and 
day, and the seed should spring and grow up, 
he knoweth not how. For the earth bringeth 
forth fruit of herself *, iiTa\,\Jti&\i^'8Afc^*^<sQ.'?Si5ii 
ear, after that the iuW coTXi. *vcl ^^ '^w!^* 



40 



Mark iv, 26, 2S. The concluding sentcaa 
indicatea that tlie growth in grace is gradual 
though in some cases^ doubtlesa, it is mor^ 
rapid than in otherSj, and there is a turniDa 
point which may some times he reraemberets 
as the period of conversion, when the good 
Tvork was hegun in earnest, and was after- 
wards carried on through many vicissitudea 
of defeat and triumph, of failure and success. 
When the aoul has been sunk deep in siu 
by long-continued rebellion, the conflict is 
greater and the change more apparent. The 
spirit of eyil, when it has long posseted the 
citadel of the soul, cannot be expelled without 
a severe struggle, for " the strong man armed 
keepeth. his palace," until " a stronger than 
he shall come," 

The dominion of evil produces spiritual 
death, and they who are " dead in trespasses 
and Bins," can only he raised into " newnese 
of life " by Him who said, " I am the resur- 
rection and the life ; lie that believeth in we, 
though he wero dead, yet shall he live: and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me eUa 
newr die,** John xi, ^5, "i^. 
defeneration ia alwa^a atte^i^ii \5rj ^\« 
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of life and conversation, b coco it is called the 
" washing of regeneration." In Paul's first 
Epistle to the Corinthiana, after alluding to 
the polluted condition of the unrighteous, be 
Bays, " And Buch ivere Borae of you, but ye 
are washed, but ye are sfinctified, but ye are 
justified, in the name of the Lord Jeaua, and 
by the Spirit of our God." vi, 11, Here 
waehing and sanctiEcation are placed before 
justification, and they are all attributed to 
the operation of the same Divine Power. 
■ When the victory over sin has been 
achieved through watchfulness and prayer, 
obedience and patience, there Will be attained 
a season of rest and rejoicing, and the lan- 
guage of all grateful hearts will be, "Not 
unto ua, but unto thee, O Lord, be the glory." 

^^ CHRISTIAN PERFECTION. 

W The doctrine of Christian perfection ia 
' neither more nor less than unreserved obe- 

*T!ie sections on Perfection, Baptism and tha 
Lord's Supper are from tke 'B'\a^ft^\»iC\'sa^ bt ^ws- 
Fox's DoctriDes. 
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dience to the divine will, through perfect lo 
to God, which preserves the soul from t' 
practice of sinning. The **law of the spirit 
of life in Christ Jesua " can make us " free 
from the law of ain and death j" and through 
the operation of its eauctifying power we iimj* 
be " raised into newness of life," and become 
"partakers of the divine nature." This state 
of entire obedience and perfect love admits, 
however, of a growth in the truth j for even 
in the most advanced stage of Chftstian ex- 
perience, there ia etill much to be learned, 
and continual need of watchfulness and 
prayer. 

The example of the wise and good of every 
age, provca conclusively, that they who at- 
tain to the highest advancement iu the spir- 
itual life, are least disposed to claim any 
merit of their own ; for, being admitted to a 
I nearer view of the divine perfectioDs, they are 
led to think more humbly of themselves. 
This state of mind is beautifully illustrated 
in the description of the righteous wh^n 
L brought before the judgment-seat of Chriat: 
I ** Jjfren e/iaJJ the rigl\teo\i& anawer him, Bay- 
\Io^^ 'Lord, when eavF \«e Wca Mi ^x^vR-j^ex^sSv^ 
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and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
•when saw we thee a stranger, and took thee 
in ? or naked, and clothed thee ? or when saw 
we thee sick and in prison, and came unto 
thee?' And the king shall answer and say 
unto them, 'Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto 
me/ " 
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It appears to have been the great work of 
George Fox and the early Friends, to draw 
the attention of mankind from a reliance 
upon the outward form, to an experience of 
the inward power of religion. 

They believed that the kingdom of Christ 
is the reign of God established in the soul, 
and that his baptism and supper are not ma- 
terial, but spiritual ; being the substance typi- 
fied by the " divers washings " under the law, 
the water baptism of John, and the Jewish 
passover. 

The principal argximeu\a ^«a&TsJ^l ^ 
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vanced for water liaptism I propose briefly 
to examine. 

First. The example of Jesua Christ and lii^ 
disciples is adduced to prove that this is a.-^,, 
ordinance intended to be perpetuated in the 
Christian church. For, it is said, he not 
only submitted to be baptized by John, but 
that his disciples, while he was with thctn, 
baptized more than John, and even afler his 
aaeeEsion, and the effosion of the Holy Spirit, 
they etill adhered to the practice ol" baptizing' 
proselytes. 

In answer to this argument, it may be 
shown that he and his disciples conformed 
not only to the dispensation of John, who 
was his forerunner, but to that of Moses. Ife 
kept the Jewish festivals, and doubtle^ t'oii' 
formed to the whole Mosaic law; for he di- 
rected the man whom he had healed of lepra- 
ay to go and show himself to the priest, atid 
to offer for his cleansing those things that 
Moses commanded for a testimony unto Lhem. 
He also said to his disciples' atid to' thd peo- 
ple, " The Scribes and Pharisees sit in Moses* 
eeat; all, therefore, whatsoever they bid you 
observe, that observe and *Xo, \)\it is "w^A »Syet 
t/jeJr works, for they say anii do i\q\." 
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In like manner he submitted to the water 
baptism of John, which waa of divine appoint- 
ment, but intended, like the ritual of the law, 
to pas3 away, and give place to the more 
glorioua dispensation, of the gospel. 

While John was baptizing at iEnon, Jesu3 
and his diaciples came unto the land of Judea 
and baptized, that is to say the disciples bap- 
tized, for the evangelist states expressly, 
" that Jesus himself baptized not." (John iv, 
2) .... " And when the Lord knew 
that the Pharisees had heard that Jeaus made 
and baptized more disciples than John^ he 
left Judea, and departed into Galilee." Here 
we may observe, the sacred historian does 
Dot say he baptized more than John, but that 
the Pharisees had heard such a report, and 
on hearing of it, Jesus removed into another 
place, as if to contradict it. The report waa 
evidently false ; for how could hi^ disciples, 
while in Judea, have baptized more than 
John, seeing that " Jerusalem and all Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, were 
baptized of him in Jordan?" 

As Christ, while in the il^eaik m^iJo. "Ssa ^>a- 
eipleSf had kept t\ie \avj Mi3. Q,oTxrca?a:QSvR^ 
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tbem to observe it, and liad likewise &^\,jiitii 
to the baptism of JohD, and permittee/ tlie. 
to administer it, so, after lirs reaurrectioi 
they continued to keep tlie ceremoiJial lai 
and to administer the ivater baptism of J^ 
at least for a time. 

When Paul went np to Jerusalem, aboti 
twenty-seven years after the ascension ol 
Christ, the disciples said to him, " Thou see 
est, brother, how many thousands of Jew 
there are AvhicU believe, and they are al 
zealous of the law." And Paid, condescends 
to their prejudices so far as to purify himeell 
and to enter, with four others, into the tern 
pie, ** until an offering shoul<l be offered fo 
every one of them." It appears, furtherj tlia 
Peter was so filled with Jewish prejudices 
eight yeai-a af^er the ascension of Christy tha 
it required a remarkable vision to conviiio 
him that he ought to go into the house qI 
Cornelius, to preach the gospel; aud after h 
had done a 0, "They of the circumcision con 
tended with him, saying, 'Thou wentest u 
tin to men uneircumcisGdj, and did&t eat will 
them.' " 
We are informed, moTeo-vftT, \?&"5A, -^Vi 
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Peter came to Antioch, Paul " withstood him 
to the face, because he was to be blamed. 
For before that certain came from James, he 
did eat with the Gentiles, but when they were 
come, he withdrew and separated himself, 
fearing them which were of the circumcision." 
Water baptism had been in use among the 
Jews for the admission of proselytes,* and 
after the coming of John the Baptist, it was 
held in still higher esteem ; " for all men 
counted John that he was a prophet indeed." 
It is therefore not surprising that some of the 
apostles should have administered this rite 
to their early proselytes even after these had 
received the baptism of the spirit, as in the 
case of Cornelius ; but it was obviously going 

* " Baptism has been supposed by maoj learned 
persons to have had its origin from the Jewish 
church, in which, they maintain, it was the prac- 
tice, long before Christ's time, to baptize proselytes 
or conTcrts to their faith as part of the ceremony 
of their admission. ' It is strange to me,' says Dr. 
Doddridge, ' that any man should doubt of this, 
when it is plain, from express passages in the Jaw- 
ish law, that no Jew who lx«^4. \vvfe^ VC&a ^^«*.>:-^a 
for one day, could be tcalote^ \.o Wfe tc>\!B.Tawc:\oi^ ^\ 
hia charch without it.' "— Bv)LC:Va'^^^«>"i•"^'^'^'^• 
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back to the dispensation of JoIid, after ttey 
had attaiaed to the higher dispensation of 
Christ. John said of Christ, " He must in- 
crease, hut I must decrease," which undoubt- 
edly applied to the two dispensations ; for as 
the disciples became acquainted with the sub- 
staoce and the life, they were not to go back 
to the "beggarly elements." "Are ye bo 
foolish ?" said Paul to the Galatians ; " hav- 
ing begun in the spirit, are ye now made per- 
fect by the ficsh T' 

Among the priraitive Christians, water bap- 
tism was called the baptism of John ; in con- 
tradistinction, no doubtj to the spintaal bap 
tlsm of Christ. Thus, it is said, "Apolloa 
was an eloquent man, and mighty in the 
Scriptures," . . . . " and he spake and 
taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowiug only the baptism of John." ...» 
*' Whom when Aquila and Priscilla had 
lieard, they took him unto them, and ex- 
pounded unto him the way of God more per- Mi 
fectly." ^i 

Again, we read that Paul gaid to certain 
(Jisciples at Epbesus, " Ho-x e ^& xeceived th« JJ 
Ghost sij^m^^jgu^S^^milll 
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Bwered, "We have not so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost." He in- 
quired, "Unto what then were ye baptized?" 
and they said, " Unto John's baptism." Then 
said Paul, "John verily baptized with the 
baptism of repentance ; saying unto the peo- 
ple, they should believe on him which should 
come after him, that is, on Jesus Christ. 
When they heard this, they were baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul 
had laid his hands on them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them ; and they spake with tongues 
and prophesied." 

It may, perhaps, be concluded by some, 
that in this instance Paul had them again 
baptized in water, merely using a different 
form of words, which is an inference not 
clearly sustained by the text ; but if he did 
so, it must have beeu in condescension to the 
feelings or opinions of others, for he acknowl- 
edged that he had no commission to administer 
that rite. After alluding to the contentions 
of the disciples at Corinth, he thanks God 
that he had baptized but few among them, 
whom he names, and then he decW^s, «wa.- 
phatically, " Christ sent tae ivoX. \o \i^^'C\'i», 
but to preach the gospel." 1 Cox,\»'^» 
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As Paul planted more cliurclies than any 
of the apostles, there is good reason to con- 
clude that very few of his proselytes from 
among the Gentiles received the rite of water- 
baptism, and hence the example of the primi- 
tive church was far from being uniforraJy in 
favor of this rite. 

It was evidently the design of the blessed 
Jesus, hy means of his example, his pi'ecepta, 
Ilia Buflerings, and the elTusiou of the Holy 
Spirit, to lead his disciples from the outward 
form to the inward life of religion ; and thus, 
wlieii the typical dispeus^ation waa lulttllcd in 
them, as it had been in their Divine master, 
they would come to see that Christ has db- 
annulled and blotted out "the handwriting 
of ordinances, nailing it to his cross." 

It is manifest, from the writings of the 
apostle Paul, that he attained to this state; 
and he {queries with the Colossians, " WLere- 
foro if ye be dead with Christ from the rudi- 
ments of the world, why, as though living in 
the worlds are ye subject to ordinances ?" 

Secondly. Tlie authority for tlie perpetuity 

of irater baptiarn, Ja deduced from the oom- 

miasioQ of Christ to \\\a a^oa^X^ \ " <ati ^« 
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therefore and teach all nationg, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoat." Matt, xxviii, 
19. 

In reply to the inference Viaually drawn 
from this text, it may be observed that water 
is not mentioned therein ; and the word " bap- 
tizing" does not neeessarily imply the nse oi 
water. The inqniry therefore arises, What 
baptism did Christ authorize his disciples to 
administer? Was it hig own spiritual bap- 
tism, or the typical baptiara of John ? We 
may remember^ John said, "I indeed baptize 
you with water unto repentance ; but he that 
Cometh after me is mightier than I, whose 
shoes I am not worthy to bear ; he shall bap- 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." 

And our Saviour, after his resurrection, 
said to his disciples, '*John truly baptized 
with water, but ye shall be baptized with tha 
Holy Ghoat not many days hence." Here 
are mentioned two kinds of baptism : ono 
pertaining to the dispensation of John, tha 
otiier to the dispensation of Christ. 

It may be objected that tiQ t(\^t\. t^tss. W^ 
tke with the Holy GKost. ^vit ^e^T^^ ^^^^c^- 
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meroua instances mentioned in the Acts of 
the Apostles, where, through their ministry, 
or the Itiying-on of their hands, the Holy 
Ghost was given. They had no auch powei 
of their qwd, but ■vverc iiu^.rumeiits in the 
iDivine hand. It is equally true that no mat 
can preach the gospel without Divine assi^s- 
tunee ; and when the gospel is preached " inj 
the demonstration of the spirit and of power,' 
it has, on those who are willing to receive it,jj 
a baptidng efifect ; it brhigs them under thai 
influence of that holy and Divine power 
which is signified by the name of the Father j 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. I 

In the Scriptures, the name of the Lord is 
often used aa synonymous with his presence 
and power; as, for example, "Thy name is 
as ointment poured forth ;" " That thy name 
is near,, thy works declare ;" " The name of 
the Lord is a strong tower ;" " By what power 
or by what name have ye done this ?" " And 
his name, through faith in his name, hath 
made thi3 man strong ;" " Kepent and be bap- 
tized every one of you, in the name of Jesua 
Ohrkt" To be baptized in the name of 
Ohrhtf is to be brought under t\i& Vc&vieviRia 
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of his spirit ; " For by one spirit are we all 
baptized into one body, whether we be Jews 
or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free ; and 
have been all made to drink into one spirit." 
Cor. xii, 13. If baptism in water had been 
intended in this commission, we might sup- 
pose a literal and exact compliance with the 
form would have been observed ; but we do 
not read that it was so observed by the apos- 
tles in any instance. When they adminis- 
tered the rite, it was in the name of the Lord, 
or the name of Jesus Christ. 

The language in which Mark records this 
commission, corroborates the view I have 
taken of it. " Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized, shall be saved ; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned.'' 
Here salvation is made dependent upon be- 
lief and baptism ; but water not being men- 
tioned, we have no reason to suppose it was 
intended. On the contrary, there are conclu- 
sive reasons for believing it was not material, 
but spiritual baptism to which. Va ^JXsjAs^n 
for this alone can save \X\e «,o\3\. lJ«5XKt\j2^a» 
us pJainly that water Wip^Kam dLO«a> ^vqX. ^'»'"^'*>*"» 
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for, after speaking of the eight souls " ear^ 
by water," in the ark, he says, *' the \i\ 
figure [or rather the anti-type*] wboreut\- 
even baptism dotli also now save us (not ti 
putting away of the filth of tlie flesh, but tlx 
auswer of a good conscience toward God), bj 
tlie resurrection of Jesus ChriBt," 1 Pet. iii 
21. 

Simon Magus believed and was baptiaod 
yivith water, but not witli the Holy Ghost, 
yet he was so far from being saved, tliat Petei 
told him " he was in the gall of bittGrness, 
and the bond of iniquity." 

Paul attributes salvation to " the waghing 
of regenoratiou and renemng of the Holy 
Gliosit." He says, moreover, "As many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ, 
put on Christ/* whieb certainly impli^ 
change of heart, that no outward bapilS 
could effect. 

Thirdly. The advocates of water baptism 
cite, in proof of their doctrine, the expreasion 






*Antj-t/pc, the original word, EhmiM bare beea 
r6taiaed bete : it means, " Tbat oi: -wVlclU VVift \.^[^^ 
tlie re/u'esE?aiative."— JoilHBO^S. 
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of Christ, " Except a man be born of water 
and of the spirit he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." 

Here the context shows that he was not 
treating of baptism, but of the new birth ; 
and he adds, " That which is born of the flesh 
is flesh, and that which is born of the spirit is 
spirit." Water is coupled with the spirit to 
illustrate its purifying operation, in like man- 
ner as fire is coupled with it in the description 
of Christ's baptism, " He shall baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire." It cannot be 
supposed that material fire is here intended, 
and there is no more reason to conclude that 
material water is alluded to in the text under 
consideration. The water which changes the 
heart is synonymous with the Holy Spirit, — 
it is that living water which, whosoever drink- 
eth, shall never thirst. 

Fourthly. It is argued that, as circumcision 
was the seal of the old covenant, water bap- 
tism is the seal of the new covenant, and the 
rite prescribed for the admission of members 
into the church. But there is no actujtvsxftl. 
authority for this C0DLc\ua\au->>i5svfe ^jrs^-^'a.'s&S.^'v 
the new covenant mca\Ka^e,ftL ^y3 CJcco^ 'Js*^ 
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his apostles is, " The Holy Spirit of Go 
whereby ye are eealed unto the day of ] 
demption." The only badge of dlsciplesh] 
required by the Divine Teacher consisted q 
the fruits of the spirit. " Ye shall know then 
by their fruits." " By this shall all ml 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have l(s\ 
one to auother." 

Under the Christian dispeBS&tion there ai 
not two baptisms, tut cue only, as the Apq 
tie Paul testifies, "There is one Ijord, oi 
faith, one baptism." Can there be any dou 
that this is the ppiritual baptism of Cbrli 
comparable to " unquenchable fire/' whia 
burns up the chaff, while tlie wheat is gat 
ered into the garner? or like the refiner's fuj 
nace, in which the dross and tin are consum 
while the pure gold remains and constitu 
the treasure of the heavenly kingdom ?" 

If water-hajHism be a Christian ordina: 
aB many allege, the inquiry may arise, 
is divinely appointed to administer it? 
we go to those priests who claim the rigl 
apostolic succession, when we know tha 
P-apal hierarchy f tlirongh wVwiH Wie'^ -^tj 
io derive it, was utterly corrupt a.tv4 tv.i 
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for a thousand years? Or shall we admit 
the plea that a commission to preach, derived 
from human ordination, includes authority to 
baptize ; when we read in the scriptures that 
the apostle Paul, who had a real commission 
from on high to preach the gospel, was not 
gent to baptize with water ? 

Let us consider, moreover, how many mil- 
lions of infants die without water-baptism. 
Can we suppose that all these are lost for 
want of a rite which they were not capable 
of desiring or appreciating ? There is, in the 
scriptures, no instance mentioned of infants 
being tbus baptized, nor indeed of adults 
born of Christian parents. These were con- 
sidered already members of the church, by 
birthright, as may be inferred from the lan- 
guage of Paul. " The unbelieving husband 
is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving 
wife is sanctified by the husband, else were 
your children unclean, but now are they holy." 
1 Cor. vii, 14. 

In many cases, but probably not in all, 
water-baptism was administered to proselytes 
from among the Jews au^ \v<^»^2afc\^a,^s^. ^ifs^- 
formity with a usage ataovx^ VN^fe ^«v^^ ^'^^ 
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likewise in accordauce with the example of 
tTohn Uie Baptist ; hence it was called Jobn'an 
baptism. There ia no evidence that it was \. 
an institution of Clirist, nor is it likeJy that 
he who " blotted oot the haiid-writiug of 
ordinancoSj" ■would have instituted other car- 
nal ordinances in their stead; or that he 
Avhose baptism was the antitype of John's, 
should have directed the continuance of ihat 
decreasing typical dispensation. 



THE LORD'S SUPPER. 

Til is rite is not regarded by Friends a»T^ 
pormancnt institution, but as perttiiuiug to 
the Jewish passover, which Chrii^t ate witb 
Ilia disciples. 

To show that the supper which Christ ate 
with his disciples was not a new ceremony, 
nor an ordinance to be perpetuated in his 
church, the following considerations are of- 
fered : 

First. It waa the Jewish Passoirer which 
they partook of; for he said, ** Go into tha 
c/tr to such a man, and say mtlVo \\\m I will 
Sep the Passover at thy laoxift^m^^ tw Xw 
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ciplea." Accordingly, the supper eaten 
among the primitive Christians was in imita- 
tion of it. Moshiem informs us that " both 
the Asiatic churches, and those of Rome, 
fasted during the great week (so that was 
called in which Christ died), and afterwards 
celebrated, like the Jews, a sacred feast ; at 
which they distributed a paschal lamb, in 
memory of the holy supper." The eastern 
and western churches differed about the time 
and manner of observing this ceremony ; 
whence arose bitter disputes and much blood- 
shed after the church became corrupted. If 
the supper which Christ ate with his disciples, 
and which was imitated by the primitive 
churches, was intended to be observed as a 
permanent ordinance, who has a right to alter 
its form, or to omit some of its most interest- 
ing features, or to substitute for it another 
ceremony ? 

Secondly. "The apostle says, Acts x, 41, 
* They did eat and drink with Christ after he 
rose from the dead.' And so they fulfilled 
Christ's words, that he would eat no more of 
the bread, nor drink oi Wife iT\x\\. <i1 "^isv^>^vas^^ 
until he drank it ne^v V\\)q.\)cv««v'vq.^«'^"«^'^ 
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dom of God. Mark xiv, 25. And Agail 
Christ said, 'There are some standing ha 
which shall not taste of deuth nntil tliey el 
the Son of man coming in liis kiugtloni an 
power.' Matt, xvi, 28. And was not tliia ftl 
filled after Christ was ri.=en, when he sau 
' All power in heaven and earth is given uiii 
me?* Then did he not come in power, an 
did not the disciples see him in his kingdoi^ 
after his resurrection f* 

Thirdly. If any part of the ceremony 
serveil by Chri-jt and his apoatles on till 
occasion, was enjoined hy him as a new ij 
Btitiitian, it was t-ertainly the washing of i'e^ 
Ibr he said, " If I then, your Lord and mas^ 
have washed your feet, ye also ought to wi 
one another's feet. For 1 have given youJ 
example, tbat ye should do as I have dotif 
you/' John, xiii, 14, 15, This part of| 
ceremony, expressive of humility and pi 
of life, is omitted by nearly all Chrisienj 

Fourthly. Christ said to his dlsdph 
will not leave you comfortless — I will eoj 
you," and " Lo I I am with yoit alwayf 
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unto the end of the world." This was, to 
them, the second appearance oi Christ. And 
to every regenerated soul he still appears in 
spirit, and is that substance and life which 
fulfills all the shadows and ceremonies of the 
law, and sets free from them. 

In a tract written by George Fox to show 
the distinction between the two suppers of 
Christ — namely, that of the Passover, which 
he ate with his disciples, and that which is 
mentioned in the third chapter of Revelations 
— he says : " After that Christ was ascended^ 
and sat at the right hand of God, and the 
churches were gathered, as yet they were not 
come off from many outward elementary 
thinfgs. And did not Christ send John, after 
he Vas ascended, to call the church to another 
stipper, and said, "Behold I stand at the 
door and knock : if any man will hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me ; 
he that hath an ear to hear, let him hear 
what the spirit saith unto the churches ?" 

In conclusion, it may be observed in rela- 
tion to these two rites of water-ba.^t^a.\s^ ^aa.^ 
the eucharist, that George "Pox \veA XJaa ^•bssssl 
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reason for their disuse that Paul had, wie: 
he thauk<;d God tlifit he had baptized £o&> 
among the Corinthiana. ^ 

They have given rise to sectarian distinc- 
tions ; and, in all ages of tlte Christian church, 
there has been much controversy in relation 
to the ibrra of their observance. And, more- 
over, there has been too much stress laid upon 
lheTii,a3 though they had, in themselves, some 
saving eftieacy. To water-baptism has lieen 
attributed the regenerating ejSect which the 
spirit of Christ alone can produea; and thf 
symbols of bread and wine are even now re- 
garded, by a large part of Christendom, t£ 
being, when consecrated by the priest, thl 
very body and blood of Christ. 

It was, therefore, needful for the progresJ 
of truth, that theso pernicious errors should 
be exploded ; and there was perhaps no waji 
60 eflectual as their entire disuse by a bodj 
ofself-denying, practical Christiana. As kini 
Hezekiah " brake in pieces the brazen serpen! 
wbieb Moseg had made," because the chihlrer 
of Israel burnt incense to it," so did Georgi 
^a.r, from a persuasion of icUgiotia duty, uh 
sta/n from the observance oi wiv\iMi,c.cai iss 
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required under the gospel dispensation, and 
■which had been the means of withdrawing 
the attention of many from the inward wash- 
ing of regeneration, and from that bread of 
life which comes down from Heaven and sus- 
tains the soul. 



CHRISTIAN TESTIMONIES. 

The word Testimony in the usage of the • 
Society of Friends signifies an open attestation 
or profession of some moral or religious prin- 
ciple, and is generally applied to those which 
have a practical bearing on the conduct of 
life. This application of the term is in ac- 
cordance with its signification in several pas- 
sages of the Scriptures. 

The principal testimonies of Friends are 
the following, viz. : 

A pure Spiritual worship. 

A free gospel ministry. 

Religious liberty. 

A testimony against war; oaths; slavery; 
the use, as a beverage, of spirituous liquors ; 
and against vain fashions, cort\x^\.va% ^sssisaRr 
ments and flattering t\l\ea. 
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Note. — For a further exposition of th 
doctrinea and testimoniea of Friends, th 
reader is referred to tke following, anio&j 
other works : 

George Fox's "Worka, 8 vols. 

Barclay's Apology. 

Barclay's Catecliism. 

Wra. Penn'a Works. 

Isaac Penning^ton'a Works. 

B own as on the Ministry. 

Thos, Story's Conversations, by N. HIcli&fe 
ion. 

History of Friends, by S. M. Janney. 4 vol 

Life of George Fox, by S. M. Janney. 

Life of Wm. Penn, by S. M. Janney. 

Discipline of Friends. 

Conversations on Religious Subjects, 
M. Janney. 
Friends' Miscellany, by J. & I, Comly. 12 vol 




^ 



FEIEinsS' EOOE ASSOCIATION, 

Ho. 70tt Aech Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 



ffbrJts iisued bp the AuocitUi&ti <md other . 
boaki for saU. 



C «344.ea8.3S 

SunvTtBry ot Ctirlatian docti>lnM •■ It 
Wj{i«n«r Library 0834048 7 




3 2044 081 821 548 



